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Mt. Everest from Chogorong, by Major J. H. Norton from a sketch by the author 
on 15th June 1924, showing perfect climbing conditions, though the mountain was 
plastered with monsoon snow within the next day or t\vo. Note the yellow band 
and the similar colour of the final pyramid. 
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T the Annual Dinner on December 6, 1949 in reply to the toast 
of the Alpine Club the President said :-

I rejoice to see Charles Pasteur here : he joined us in 1890. 
cannot help feeling that he ought to be in my shoes tonight. I thank 

the President of the Royal Society for the toast he has proposed and. I 
appreciate very greatly his reference to my grandfather, with whom I 
can remember playing cricket. We congratulate ourselves that Sir 
Robert Robinson has received the Order of Merit : and also that he 
did not receive it until he had been elected to this Club. If he had 
joined our charmed circle years ago, as he should have done, he would 
no doubt have received it earlier. The only other of our members who 
received this very distinguished Honour, was our late president Lord 
Bryce. Perhaps some day Sir Robert will follow in his footsteps and 
repeat the story. Raymond Priestley has received a Knighthood, so 
we are keeping up our old reputation in the world. 

The health of the Club is good. This has been a year of reviving 
activity. Thanks to the courtesy of the Government of Nepal, Tilman 
and Peter Lloyd have made the first mountaineering invasion of 
that fascinating country. I will not dwell on this expedition because 
we shall soon have a lecture on it by Tilman, but will only emphasise 
that no expense fell on the Club because that vvas mainly met by Tilman 
and Lloyd themselves and by a generous grant from the Natural History 
Museum. Then in the Alps our member Andre Roch has climbed the 
North face of the Matterhorn without a bivouac, so that it may now be 
classed as a legitimate climb but only for men of his standard and in 
suitable conditions. Evans, Courtland-Simpson and Hull made some 
very fine climbs on Mont Blanc. Unhappily Hull lost his life on the 
Brouillard ridge, through no fault of his owri. Evans made a very 
fine descent alone. The Club is deeply appreciative of the help of the 
Courmayeur men after this sad accident. To Mons. C. Bich, to the 
guide chef Henri Rey and to Arturo Ottoz, leader of the six guides who 
recovered Hull's body under circumstances of grave danger, the 
Club has already expressed its thanks and appreciation. I will only 
mention one other fine climb by Emlyn Jones, David Bryson and 
Graham Brown who started up the North face of the Aiguille du Geant 
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on a fine morning. The sudden onset of the great storm of August I I, 

made them turn back below the last chimney. The descent must have 
been horrible ; but they got off the mountain unscathed before the 
severity of the storm and complete failure of visibility compelled them 
to bivouac on the lower rocks. During that night six climbers died of 
exposure on Mont Blanc. Other fine climbs have been made by our 
members which I have no time to enumerate tonight. Even the 
President put on the rope again, though only on the most modest of 
peaks. 

As to our training meets, to help beginners in these difficult times, 
we should record our thanks to all those members who gave up their 
time and sacrificed their own holiday plans to make them possible. We 
cannot expect the same men to undertake this sort of thing year after 
year and indeed I hope the necessity of this new activity of the Club 
will soon become unnecessary. Any future meets must depend on the 
number of members who are willing to participate. As an old guideless 
climber I would urge that the number of learners invited should be so 
restricted as to insure that no single rope should ever start on any ex
pedition without a thoroughly reliable leader. This last season the 
junior meets were taken by Peter Bicknell and Bryan Donkin with the 
help of several other members. Both were very successful in doing a 

. lot of climbing on the smaller peaks which is the way to learn. The 
· senior meets were taken by Douglas Side and G. F. Peaker. Un

happily there· was a fatal accident on Pollux, in which the son of our old 
member H. S. Bullock and two others were killed. After the catas
trophe all the members of the other parties on the mountain, including 
of course our members Greenwood and Sinclair, behaved with the ut
most devotion and resolution. Two at least of them kept going for 
twenty-seven hours without a rest. We are very grateful to our mem
ber Count de Suzannet for his unstinted assistance and support at 
Zermatt after the tragedy. Speaking entirely for myself I feel that 
instructors should concentrate on teaching the use of the axe, and that 
no climber should use crampons at all until he is not only a sound step
cutter but is also able to move safely on steep ice merely in nailed 
boots. Daily glacier excursions are far better training than the ascent 
of well-known peaks. In the last edition of Mountain Craft I was 
very glad, though not surprised, to see that hammers and nails are 
excommunicated. 

The Club has suffered hardly this year by the hand of Fate.. We have 
lost our honorary members Claud Macdonald, a former Vice-President 
and a most eminent mountaineer, and Charles Gos, a most charming 
personality; our old American members Allston Burr and W. S. Ladd, 
always liberal suporters of this Club, to which they were much attached : 
A. E. Field, and J. M. Davidson, well known as guideless climbers in 
my day: Edmund Garwood, F.R.S., the eminent geologist, companion 
of Martin Con way in Spitsbergen and of Douglas Freshfield in Sikhim : 
A. E. W. Mason, the author of Runn£ng Water; Colonel B. E. M. 
Gurdon whose name still lives on the North-West Frontier of India: 
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and, youngest of these, F. S. Smythe, a tireless traveller, a giant on 
Everest, better known to the public than any other living mountaineer 
and withal a very charming character. 

Besides these we must not forget that we lost in I 94 7 and I 948 five. 
of our honorary members : William Williams, an American, elected 
in I88z, and a most generous benefactor of the Club he so· esteemed ; 
Henri Gouraud of France; G. E. Mannering of New Zealand; our 
delightful Paravicini and Paul Montandon qf Switzerland, our second 
home. · These are all great names on our Roll : not less do we miss 
from our more immediate circle such men as E. L. Strutt, past President 
and Editor of our journal : E. H. F. Bradby, the last of the famous 
guideless party ' Wicks, Wilson and Bradby ' : H. E. G. Tyndale, 
an outstanding Editor and a link between the Club and most of the 
leading Continental climbers : Sir Halford Mackinder, geographer, 
explorer and first on the summit of Mount I(enya : L. S. Powell, a 
member for sixty-five years. Of our younger companions we shall 
especially recall the charn1 of Michael Roberts ; the devotion to moun
taineering of J. E. Q. Barford ; and the great climbs in the Caucasus of. 
J. R. J enkins. 

Now as to the future of the Club. 
We have been fortunate to get a young president to succeed a too 

ancient one. Claude Elliott is not only a true mountaineer of great 
experience but by his qualities has made a reputation in other spheres. 
He is very sorry that he is not present tonight. I make a shrewd 
guess that this is partly because he would not have had to make an 
after dinner speech here : whereas, where he is, he will have to make 
the speech of the evening. This is the night of the Founder's Feast 
at King's, and although I consider Cambridge rather .a provincial 
university we both agreed that as the new PrQvost of Eton, with which 
King's has such an ancient and close connection he ought to sacrifice 
himself there. But he assures you that in future years· he will put the 
Alpine Club before King's College, Cambridge, or Eton College, 
Windsor. 

Now as to the tiresome but overwhelmingly important matter of 
finance : we have been and are going through difficult times. 
The war hit us very hard. Even since its end various restrictions and 
ordinances have made it hard for young men to visit the Alps. To use 
a biological phrase we have lost ten years' incubation period for the 
new entry. As a result our membership is falling. We need new 
tnembers. .A.ll our expenses are rising : but the committee wish 
neither to increase our subscription, nor to lower our standard of ad
mission. Only through the generosity of our members have we been 
able to pension l\1r. Oughton, who has served us for so long. Our 
lease is not unlimited and we must accumulate something for our 
Centenary in 1957. We must conserve our funds, live within our 
legitimate income and not embark on new ventures which we cannot 
afford. We are very lucky at this juncture to have got Wylie I.Joyd to 
accept the onerous if honorary new post of Treasurer. 
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Let us preserve our great traditions not by electing anyone who comes 
forward merely for what he can get out of the Club, but rather those 
who can bring some asset to it in theit own personality and character. 

· In reply to the toast of his health the President said :-

I thank Peter Lloyd for the generous way in which he has proposed 
my health and all of you for the way you received it. 

I can only remember two ambitions in my life. One was to get the 
Founder's Medal of the Royal Geographical Society, which I received 
twenty-one years ago. The other was TO HAVE BEEN president of this 
Club. I am within an ace of achieving this second and much harder
ambition. The actual job I always funked but it was worth it : it has 
helped me to the acquaintance of yet another generation of 
mountaineers. 

I have broken convention by making no formal Valedictory Address : 
Vale dico I say goodbye. But then I do NOT say goodbye. I in
tend to attend our meetings for years to come. The re-union with old 
friends and especially the informal conversation before, after and even 
sometimes during the lectures has always been to me the most 
delightful feature of the life of the Club. 

I must thank the Honorary Secretaries and the Vice-Presidents for 
: their consistant help. To Mr. Blakeney I owe particular thanks for 

the way he has constantly relieved me of wear and tear by taking upon 
himself so much that I should otherwise have had to do . . 

I thank you all for having elected me as. you~ President. It is the 
greatest honour which I can ever receive. 
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